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Challenges of the Traditional EIA System &

O Lack of trust
 The publicis concerned that environmental impact assessments are merely a formalism.

* Enterprises believe that the process increases operational uncertainty and non-essential costs.

O Insufficient participation
* Participation of the public is concentrated at the end of the project, in a passive manner.

* Local governments, influenced by GDP orientation, have an instinctive resistance to strict

environmental control measures.

O Insufficient transparency and transmission

e The macro-level planning EIA and the micro-level project EIA are disconnected: the
environmental intentions in the top-level design are not effectively conveyed to specific projects,
resulting in a persisting trend of "polluting first, then treating the problem later".

* The lack of transparency in the approval process has further increased distrust among all parties.
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Changes We Make——

A top-level system was designed and developed as a solution

0 Eco-environmental Zoning-based Regulation System

* As atop-level system, it aims to establish an environmental source prevention system and provides
a systematic solution to address the aforementioned challenges.

» How does this system promote the participation of local environmental protection departments and
communities in its design?

» How does this system establish the trust of enterprises and the public in the environmental
assessment system?

» Does it enhance the transparency, certainty and scientificity of environmental management?

E Improve the hierarchy (@) Promote diversity in Build the foundations
of the EIA process () participation of trust
« By ensuring the certainty of
« Establish a top-level « Build an open and transparent regulatory rules and the
management to systematically environmental governance transparency of information
clarify the logical framework platform that breaks through disclosure, ambiguous areas and
for environmental control from the limitations of the past suspicions in environmental

the very beginning. paper-based documents. management can be reduce.
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Concept and Timeline of EZR System

Core Concept: Eco-environmental Zoning-based Regulation System is a regional,
differentiated, and precise environmental management system that aims to maintain
ecological functions and improve environmental quality. It is an important measure to
improve the level of modernization of ecological environmental governance.
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Supporting the Management of Complex National Environment

» Top-down strategic transmission: serving the country's major strategies and
implementing the national main functional area planning
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Visual Zoning Map Results

One Unified National Map

01 Powerful national-level data foundation:

Establish three functional modules for results submission,
results review and spatial analysis.

@QSubmission status of provinces:

800+ spatial layers, 40,000+ land and sea environmental units,
180,000+ various element divisions, and 580,000+ control list
requirements. A visual information system covering the entire
national space has been formed.

@3 . . Legend e b d %/‘%
Explore various types of environmental ™ | !
management application services: W Protection-oriented units % 1 sl S e . y By
spatial conflict analysis, project spatial access analysis, | Intensive development units ’ / i / ’
industrial park management, investment promotion pre- Regular units ‘ ‘

examination and other fields. ) - ) )
40,000+ integrated regulatory zones in China



Visual Map Collection of EZR

System
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Visual Map Collection of EZR System
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Detailed Instructions of EZR System
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Key Function of EZR Visual Map

Key Function : Spatial Access Analyze

Whether a site selection is wise: Provide basic re::;;zr:.ents for industry

Such as "prohibition of specific types of industrial

When you want to select a site for a new project, the access", "prohibition of chemical raw materials and

platform provide the unit type and access chemical products manufacturing industry",

requirements, and assist in the analysis conclusion. "prohibition of heavy metal emission enterprises",
etc.

Developing function:

Recommend accessible industrial parks.

Some provinces use local data platforms or relevant

Provide of environmentally sensitive site information
environmental layers, such as environmental

such as: livestock farms, waste incineration plant,
sensitive sites, environmental monitoring records,

airport, ports, train lines, hazardous waste treatment

industrial parks location and others.
facility......
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EZR System’s Visual Map Website Example

"One map" and
different types layers ——w7H0 __
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Public Platforms Constructed in Multiple Provinces

O According to statistics, 32 provinces have established information platforms, and approximately 28

provinces are accessible to the public.
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Building Trust and Promoting Participationi

The zoning management system enhances public trust in environmental
Key Contribution: governance through the public disclosure of environmental information,

visual and easy-to-understand map-based results, and transparent guidance

requirements.

Guide green Provide clear basis and
Provide clear rules transformation and improve approval
upgrading efficiency

O Expanding participation channels and strengthening public oversight

For the Public » A transparent and open management system provides a clear benchmark for public
oversight of corporate pollution discharges as well as government environmental
management, enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of environmental oversight.

Predictability Transparency Scientificity Compliance with
and certainty and openness and impartiality objective reality
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Our Next Step: Build A More Complete EZR System

O We are about to updates the outcomes during the "15th Five-Year Plan™ period.
O It will gradually incorporate new elements such as the acoustic environment, groundwater, heavy

metals, and greenhouse gas emissions.

. Improve the System i Pt Strengthen
nhance ication
Key Construction - Construction PP Organization and
Tasks _ Efficiency Steadily ,
Comprehensively Implementation
Improve the legal system Promote watershed coordination

Coordinate pollution and

Improve the technical system i
carbon reduction

Improvement
Optimize zones division path Enhance precision
management and control

mechanism
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Thank you!

Merci!
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Let’s continue the conversation!

Message me your questions or comments in the IAIA26 app.

Liwen Zhan

EIA Engineer & ESG Analyst

Center for Environmental Management Research, CRAES, China

zhan. | iwen@craes. org. cn or zhanliwen12@gmail. com

#iaiaZG WWWw.craes.cn
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