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Renewables developers like 'black ants on sugar' in central west
Queensland

Regional Australia Institute report: ‘We
cannot simply aim to reach net zero at
any cost’

Communities need better engagement from developers and
planners to back clean energy transition, research finds

Energy boss calls for 'faster, fairer' regional renewable rollout
Qocormens | D @ O © @

Energy Research & Social Science

FI SEVIER journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locateferss

Original research article
Renewable energy and regional Australia: The limits to “best practices”|
for engagement

Rebecca Cotton ™', Rebecca M. Colvin", Julia Loginova “, Bradd Witt
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+»+ Reflection of deeper social, economic, and
place-based dynamics.

+* Process of polarisation, uncertainty and
unfamiliarity

Aims: Understand how conflict surrounding renewable energy development in regional
Australia can be understood in a way that opens opportunities for more effective conflict

management.

%+ Conflict is not simply a product of opposition
to change.

Reframe energy transitions as a
socially embedded, place-based transition paradigm.
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Theme 1: Shifting middle

Support  Middle  Against

“One of the biggest shifts that I've seen...

there used to be middle ground.
Support  Middl Against

| feel as though those champions who were

in middle, who could actually talk rationally

to folks, that's lost.

“there's a lot of people that want to put their

You've got two ends of the scale now... . o
hand in the cookie jar”

you've lost that middle piece.”
Interview 2 Interview 12

Theme 2: So What?

“People need to have their 'so what' when it comes to

i renewables.”
R Interview 2

i “If you are going d drive a net zero outcome, then push that.
But for us, this is a different story.”

Interview 13

Theme 3: Seeing is believing

“No one in our community has seen an operational wind
farm, no one's been to an operational solar farm.

We're not aware of the components, the maintenance it will
require. What the opportunity is like. Why haven't we had a

series of immersive experiences?”
Interview 8
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Study 3: the dynamic nature of community SENHEAL TRURT

acceptance during the life of a renewable energy
development.
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