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Why Monitoring & Trust Matters

(Clockwise) Blueberries sampled in in Northern SK, water 
sampling, Labrador tea sampling, air sampling

Monitoring 
supports 

oversight and 
public 

confidence.

Results now 
circulate 
beyond 

regulatory 
reports.

De-
contextualized 

data can 
erode trust.



4The Challenge: 
Monitoring in a Misinformation Environment

Example of an IEMP Results card we used in 2022 
with Ya' thi Néné logo

Technical data 
is easily 

misinterpreted.

Uncertainty ≠ 
risk but often 
perceived as 

such.

Gaps in 
understanding 

fuel 
misinformation.



5Science Communication as a 
Regulatory Practice

• Monitoring + Data ≠ public understanding

• Regulators must explain what, why, findings, and uncertainty 

• CNSC’s mandate includes explaining results

CNSC Mandate

Regulate Implement Disseminate

Dedicated to protecting the health, safety and security of all people in Canada and its environment                          
through independent, transparent and efficient regulatory oversight of Canada’s nuclear sector.
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Independent Environmental Monitoring Program

Engagement is welcome throughout the process

Program and 

sample planning
Sampling

Laboratory 

analysis

Interpretation

of results

Publication 

of results
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Eastern Athabasca Regional Monitoring Program

• Collaborative multi-party governance 

• Technical + community monitoring 
streams

• Indigenous identified sampling priorities

• Culturally relevant, long-term 
understanding

EARMP was developed to establish baseline conditions and facilitate the examination of 
spatial and temporal changes over the long term.
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Phase 
#1

• Data gathering & literature synthesis

Phase 
#2

• Database development & analysis

Phase 
#3

• State of Environment Report + public release

Regional Information and Monitoring Network - 
Ottawa River/Kichi Sibi watershed

RIMNet amalgamates data from 17 regional monitoring programs
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Cross-Case Insights

Trust

Transparency 
Clear data 
methods, 

uncertainties

Adaptation

Evolving 
Programs in 
response to 

concerns

Collaboration

Co-
developed, 
culturally 
relevant 

monitoring

Laboratory analysis of samples collected by IEMP.
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Conclusion & Discussion

Monitoring must embed communication 
from the outset.

Trust emerges through process, not 
messaging alone.

Data + Interpretation = Credible Oversight
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Questions?



nuclearsafety.gc.ca

 Connect With Us Join the conversation

Connect With Us
Join the conversation



#iaia26

Let’s continue the conversation!
Message me your questions or comments in the IAIA26 app.

Rain Forest Noakes

Environmental Review Officer/ Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

Canada
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