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148 countries/areas with institutions 
sharing data through GBIF
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Providing biodiversity evidence for research and policy
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https://wabsi.org.au/wp - content / uploads / 20 19/ 10 / Digita lly- Trans forming- Environmenta l- Assessment_ Working- Group- Report .pdf

GBIF provides baseline data to be discoverable and easily accessible

Benefits include:

• Improved management  of da ta  us ing da ta  s tandards

• Transparency, accountability, and disc losure  of as ses sments  to s takeholde rs , 
regula tors , and c it izens  and increased soc ia l license  to ope ra te .

• Long- te rm cos t  s avings  through decreased future  survey e ffort s

• Support ing na t ional and in te rna t ional frameworks

• Fill gaps  and improve  da ta  coverage  in  under- sampled regions  and sens it ive  
ecosys tems . 

• More  informed conse rvat ion re se rve  planning 

• Opt imis ing re turns  on offse t  inves tment  dec is ions

• Pos it ive  reputa t ion profile .

• Increased vis ibility
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https://www.gbif.org/project/2Zik1tfJoh3C92ZslvhDIr/openpsd - promot ing- publica t ion- and- use - of- priva te - sec tor- data- on- biodive rs ity

Supporting the publication of ESIA biodiversity data

OpenPSD projec t – providing mulit lingual mate ria ls to 

promote  the  sharing and use of da ta  from the  priva te  s ec tor

- English , French , Spanish , Portuguese , Norwegian
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https:// doi.org/ 10 .350 35/ doc- 5xdm- 8 762

Supporting the publication of ESIA biodiversity data



Data4Nature

https://www.gbif.org/data4nature  

- Major public development banks estimated to produce over 
300k species occurrence records each year, often in data -
scarce regions

- Impact assessment data from top six PDBs could increase 
data available through GBIF annually by 15% in Africa and 
40% in Asia

- D4N provides  technica l support , bes t  prac t ices , mode l 
cont rac t s

https://www.gbif.org/data4nature


https://data - blog.gbif.org/ pos t / 20 25- 10 - 28 - specie s - occurrence - data- and- corpora te - sus ta inability- frameworks /  

GBIF and Safeguards

Screening & Categorization -  can provide  known 
presences  (and, in  some cases , absences ) of 
species , inc luding those  of conse rvat ion 
importance  (e .g., th rea tened or invas ive  species ) a t  
the  proposed projec t  

Environmental & Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) -
can he lp as ses s  the state of nature before the 
project , providing known species  occurrences , 
inc luding those  of conse rvat ion importance

Safeguard Action Plans -  can he lp des ign biodive rs ity 
indica tors  for monitoring “no ne t  los s” or “ne t  ga in” by 
ident ifying where  and what  needs  monitoring . 
Publish ing monitoring data  via  GBIF fac ilit a te s  
compliance  checks

Loan/Investment Conditions -  GBIF- media ted 
data  can provide  evidence  tha t  c lient s  are  
mee t ing biodive rs ity- re la ted loan s t ipula t ions

Independent Review & Due Diligence -  
Independent  da tase t s  like  GBIF reduce  
re liance  on consultant - provided data

Monitoring & Supervision -  an share  monitoring data  
through GBIF to fac ilit a te  audit s  and adapt ive  
management

Grievance Mechanisms -  can provide  a  da ta  source  
for va lida t ing c la ims , e specia lly when projec t  da ta  is  
shared through it
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Data publication from the business 
sector

Company Country Datasets Occurrences Citations

Empresas Públicas de 
Medellín Colombia 68 2,432,748 508

DNV Norway 1 2,372,473 122

Metsähallitus Finland 7 2,327,052 126

EDP Portugal 120 1,867,245 818

Ecopetrol Colombia 101 804,427 492

Biofokus Norway 1 780,514 927

Parex Resources 
Colombia -  AG Sucursal Colombia 23 265,615 161

ISA INTERCOLOMBIA S.A 
E.S.P Colombia 9 228,020 65



Business sector network growth at SiB Colombia

Number of organizations publishing data through
SiB Colombia.

● Increasing the participation of the business
sector within the GBIF network - 2019

● 266 organiza t ions , 73 (27%) from bus iness
sec tor.

Data as of: 2025-12-31: 



More data, less quality, less trust……….

. Data quality is a shared responsibility

- GBIF works to improve data quality through:

- developing data standards and facilitate common 

understanding through data harmonisation

- Helping users discern data quality issues 

- Reducing data biases

- Improving the traceability of data use through 

the use of  Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)

- The more diverse our community, the better 

we can respond to community needs



- Impact  as ses sment  da ta  is  rich  but  messy and 

los t

- GBIF is  focuss ing on improving data  publish ing 

and use  of monitoring and metabarcoding DNA 

data

- While  the re  is  some  t rac t ion  in  the  use  of 

GBIF‍ s  infras t ruc ture  in  the  bus ines s  s ec tor, 

commit ted engagement  is  required for furthe r 

widespread adopt ion

- Tracking the  use  of the  da ta  is  hard

Reflections



#iaia26

Let’s continue the 
conversation!
Message me your questions or comments in the IAIA26 app.

Andrew Rodrigues

www.gbif.org
arodrigues@gbif.org
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